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* An Epiſtle of Conſolation from the freſh" Springs of Lifey and flywings 
forth of the Fathers Love (through his Servant) as 4 riender Salut ation 
extended to the whole Flock, and Family of God, even 0 the loweft 
"'% of bis Babes and Servants, whoſe hearts are ſincere and tender towards 
him: For their encouragement now in theſe Suſfering and Trying 
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ſters, from the greateſt to the leaſt in my Fathers family, 
| who are raifed up by the power of an endleſs life, and be- 
* gotten bythe word of truth and life intoa living faith and confidence 
+ 1n him whois our Rock and Refuge in all tryals, aMi&tions, and ſuf- 
-* ferings which weare expoſed to,and undergo for the teftimony of 
” Righteouſneſs and a good Conlicience; unto you, even unto you 
* whoare partakers of this heavenly Calling,and whoſe hearts accor- 
> dingly are ſet witha holy Reſolution for the glory and honour of 
= our Godthercin,is my heart filled with love unutcerable, which ar+- 
= ſeth from the freſh Springs of Lifeand Confolation made manifeft 
> fromalivingexperience of the effeftual power and work of God 
> which harhpgiven acceſs intoa heavenly habitation and SanQuar 
wherein his preſence is enjoyed, in which the fulneſs of Conſolation 
and Joy refideth-for the Righteous, and all ſuch as wait upon the 
* LordourGodin his owne-ernal ſpirit of life and holineſs, whoſe 
” delightis todwell with him in. his Manſion-houſe, which we have & 
accels into through the new and living way, which in-the everlaſt- 
ing and unſpeakable love of God in his own Sorris now made ma». 
niteſt, and the many veils ſeen thorow, by which this way and ha- 
bitation was hid from us, whilſt our minds were alienated frofn the 
lo+eand everlaſting light of the Lord God and his Chriſt ; but now 
therein 1s life and Salvation brought forth and come near to many, 
whoſe hearts are enclined towards him, and ſer to. ſeek the fountain- 
= oflife: Anditisnotthe power of darknels, nor the enmity of the 
2 Serpentor old Dragon, nor the dark wrath of man that ſhall be able 
; to hinder, obſtruR, or fruſtrate the Lord God in his proceeding -in 
Z this his great work of Righceouſneſs, which by his mighty arm and 
power he will carry on and proſper,to the perfeQing his own praiſe; 
in his people, andas he hath gloritied his everlaſting name, and 
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Crowned -his own ſeed with glory, viRory, and tryumph thorow 
ſufferings and tribulations, (which glory and vitory many in their 
own particulars are partakers of) ſo he will glorihe and renown his 

name and ſeed thorow thoſe tryals and — which yet remain 
\ t6 be fulfilled amongit his faichtul wirneſſeſs, ſervants, and people 
who are calted, and choſen, and faichfu), being endued with the pi- 
rit, nature, and properties of his Ele&t feed in which his ſoul delight- 
eth, and with whom the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper, and 
which ſhall out live the enmity,and Reign over its Adverſaries and 
Oppreſſors, though they (for atime) be permitted ro appear with a 
high band, and the wicked ſo highly to lift their horns up againſt 
the ſeed of the Righteous; and to attempt the rooting out of the 
faichfulfrom amongſt men , yet we have no cauſe (in any of theſe 
things) to diſtruſt the Lord, or to be weakened in our confidence 
which he bath raiſed up in us; for he is with us who is mighty to 
ſave, and his care, mercy, and tenderneſs is felt towards ail that tru- 
ly fear bim,and obey his voice , and of this I ama living witneſs, 
whofrom time to time upon the weighty conſideration, and feeling 
of the goodneſs of our God, and largeneſs of his love to his people, 
have been and am filled with the ſenſe of his preſence and unſpeak- 
able glory over all that which would opprels or hurt, which cannot 
ehter inro the holy Mountain, and in that glory and life received, is 
my -heart and bowels of render love enlarged cowards all the up- 
right in heart; who are come of a-holy right ſeed, - a1 d ſprung 
forth from a noble Vine, and not only fo-, but in hoy confidence, 
and itedfaſt Reſolution,are given up in the ſpirit of life, wiſdom, 
and power, and ot the fear ot che Lord,to foilow him in the faich, pa. 
tience;and ſuffering of his own fairhful-and Ele& ſeed , which you 
that abide in; ſhall never degenerate from the nature and innocen- 
cy thereof, : but know your victory and dominion therein over 
death' and hell, where the gates threeof ſhall never be ſuffered 
to prevail __ you; foras in the faich and obedience you are 
given up.in his will who hath called you, your habitation and ſecuri- 
ty ſtands in liis name'and power,to which lie Righteous flie and re- 
tire in all their troubles and tribulatio s, which'though rhey be ma- 
ny, yet ſo many deliverances do they meet withall at his hand, who 
iz our Rock and Refuge, - whoſe. Salvation becomes as Walls and 
Eulwarks for the faithtul, ©*%:. | 
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Oh my dear Friends both in the Chpas Londen, Briſtol, Hartford, 7 
Reading, { olcbeſter, and elſewhere in this Nation of E:g/and, who. 
for the tryal and exerciſe of your faith and patience thorow many 
tribulations and ſufferings, and who more particularly at chis day 
and time are under a deep tryaland exerciſe, [the power of dark- 
neſs and irs Inſtruments being permitted to afflit you, and to 
break your harmleſs and innocent Meetings, and to hurry many of 
you into holes and priſons, ] and yer you recain ſo much tenderneſs 
in your ſpirits towards God, and reſpe&to his teſtimony and cauſe 
that you dare not deny him, but muſt confeſs him and his truth an 
righteous teftimony and worſhip before men, and for that cauſe 
have given your backs to the ſmiters, and expoſed your ſelyes to 
undergo the deep ſufferings or penalties, that men may be permits 
red to inflit upon you ; and even to give up your lives fora prey, 
rather then the ::ame ofthe Lord ſhould be diſhonoured- by you , 
Oh dear hearts hold faſt aw confidence and reſolution in the name 
and power ofthe everlaſting Jehovab, in whom is your ſtrength 
and ſafety, and keepwithin, and be retired in your minds when 
remprarions or any diſcouragements would enter you to weaken 
any of your faith, for inthe light and power- of the God of Jacob, 
a life habiration is known, out of;and aboveall the troubles of the 
world, and the perſecutions that we meet with in it, and inthe fe- 
cret pavilion of the Almighty, and biding places of che Lord; the 
oppreſſed that wait upon him find a Refuge in the time of trouble, 
and therein do ſee over all the blackneſs and darkneſs which hath 
covered the Earth, in wbich the enmity worketh againſt the ri 
teous ſeed, and do know a ſweet repoſe in their deepeſt ſufferings 
and tryals, and that Well-Spring ot life is ſer open in them ,which 
makes all eaſie to them, and ſanCtifies every ſtate and condition of 
what tryal or exerciſe ſoever they meet with for the name of. God 
or his teſtimony; and herein joy, and peace, and everlaſting glory 
and triumph is ſeen and felt by all the faichtul and ſincere in hearc 
over all their oppreſſors. 

And thac all you fincere heartedand tenderFriends, whoſe eyes 
are turned towards your maker, and whoſe faces are ſer Sion-ward 
may be ſo retire in your minds to the principle. of truth, and fo 
watchful in the light of the Lord, and to enjoy a peaceable habita- 


tion and ſanRuary in him in all your ſufferings, for this hath my 
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Satugantieh, waited, ahd breached unto the God of my life and 
tion, and chat you'all may feel your eſtabliſhmene and ſecuri 
ty incheife and Coyenaru of the everlaſting God, and in: the en- 
; of the true Communion and fellowſhip of the everlaſting 
Goſpel, whereia evety member of the body in that Communion 
doth parzake ofthe living bread im the Fathers Manſion-houſe, and 
therein become one bread tothe ſrengthning, efretiiing, conſo- 
lating, and buildingup of one another in the moſt holy faich, which. 
worketh js wv which cdifies the whole body throughout ,, 
which all that come ttuly to partake of and enjoy, *cis neither pet- 
ſecutions,” nor tribulations, . nor principalities, nbr powers, nor 
thrones, nor dominions, that ſhall be able ro ſeparate them from 
the love of God in Chriſt ,, neither ſhall any Rent or Schiſm come 
withinthat bond of love or bundle of life, wherewith ſuch. 'arc- 
bound pp togecher, for they are ſuch as. have overcome by faith 
and paticnce, and have offered up all to the will of him that hath. 
called them, and their name ſhall not be blotted out of the Book of 
ife, but be confeſſed before the heavenly father and his Angels, in as. 
Much as they-bave confeſſed him and his Son,and held forth his reſti- 
mony,and not been aſhamed thereof before men: And theſe are threy 
thatare ſo OT unto God in.hjs own likenefs and heaven. 
by Image, that they are bis choſen, refined, and precious Jewels, 
-never £0 be forgotten by him, nor ſeparate irom him, for they'are 
asthe Apple of bis eye, and engraven. in the Palms of his hands; and 
ſuch a Remnanc our God certainly bach in this Nation, in whom 1 
.have ſeen that which. my ſoul hath travelled for, and which hath 
been to my ſouls fatisfation, and as one having -largely. felt the 
Lords preſence, and ſtill feeling the enjoyment of the | cv and 
- bis glory to be the Reward, as ir is co. thoſe that miniſter xe. 
Hiefo the oppreſſed, and bread to the bungry, for which many «n. 
Heſs the Lord on our behalf I find the ſame living faith :and conf... 
dence \remaining in me, .in bebalf of the work of nd, and the 


proſperity thereof as ever , and this is the work. that he hath made 
me and ethers of his faichful fervants inſtruments in, which is. ſo far 
brought to:paſs and effeeid by his mighty power, as all the powers 
ofdarknefs .hell,and death, ſhall never be able to undoe it, nor 
all the terms, tryals, or oppofitiqns thatever we meet withall ſhall 
vet be able todifanull ir, or put a Roprto it; for it ſhall proſper 
ir : | over 
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over the heads of All che adverſaries and > of the righteous 
ſeed ; and thar reftimony which we have ſtood upfor inrhis Nation 
ſhall never be extinguiſhed, but þe had in everlaſting remembrance; 
and this bath che Lord ſealed and confirmed unro my ſoul , ſo as its 
neicrber impriſonment , nor exitement , not dearti it ſelf that 
{ look outat; but as to what the Lord may ſuffer it theſe thinps P 
commit to himy as knowing a life in thar faith that ſees to theerid of 
theſt things, and beyond the wrath of frian and enmity of thewic- 
ked, which ſo highly is atwork in our dayes , &s had forthe Lord 
in og meaſure pm a"inlit and reſtraint therero it would have ex- 
re to the taking away many . of our lives, not onely b 
that covertly way of -hard 'impriſ6ament | and lingerin 
martyrdome thertin , but alſo by ſpeedy execution  nnder 
pretence ;aad colour of legal proceeding 'or juſtice (fo called ) 
on the perſecutors parts ; and how fat yet the Lord may fuffer the 
enmity co proceed in tha caſe againſt any of ns, his will be done , 
and that I commyr unto him who is the wiſe God as nor being carefitl 
in it : but thus far 1 can ſay ,' That we muſtbe willing rooffer up ont. 
ſe}ves unto the deeptſtand urmoſt tryals,as required therein, to hold 
forth our zeſtimony for our further * manifeſtation, and both the 
righteous and the wicked ſhall be rtyed ih their way , and our Gol 
hath raiſed up a remnant whom he harh we and firtedco try 
thoſe weapons-and unrighteous decrees that are formed againſt the . 
righteous, feeil;; anti they thall be tryed ro the utmoſt, and brokeh 
thorow ; for no-weapon fortned apainft Zi» ſhall profþer, becauſe / 
the righteouſneſs of her children is of the Lord, who muſt have the 
glory in the deliverance of hisown'ſeed , and in the removing the 
rod of the oppreſſor , and breaking aſunder rhe hattds and cords of 
the wicked , who have. taken cottaſel rogerther apaitRt hith ant his 
anointed , whom-he that ſirtertiia che heavens hath inderiftoncin all 
their bigh and proud attetmprs againſt him and his ſeed , and their 
unrighreous deſigns and confulrarions , which would debar bis an- 
hoinced of bis liberty in his people and followers, but the King of 
Zionis ſet upon his holy hill; who ſhall tufe nations with a rod of 
iron, and break-themas the veſſels of '# potrer ; for power ſhall be 
piven-him over the Nations ; and he ſhall' hay Bzby/on utrerly waſte, 
and her noiſe, mulick, potnp, and vain plory ſhall ceaſe , in which 
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ſhe hath rejoyced over the Saints and trac witneſſes, and followets 
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of..che. Lamb; and theMlain RS the carth-ſhall-not cover, but diG | 
cloſe beriblood, whenthe indignation ofthe Lord breaks forth, and 
his vaals-of -weath:comes xo be empried by his Angels ,-and-execn- 
tioners of juſtice upon the ſear of. the Bealt (that hach upheld Baby-= 
Þ» in her ahominations, and themirbar have taken part with, and 
followed rhe Beaſt); and parſecucing/ſpirit; + 7 4 + pid es 
, 14 (God is che fame thixt ever hewasto his own, and his pro 
miſes fail not, but are now fulfilling z' And therefore O thou feed 
of Jacob, and off-ſpring of /ſrae/,, whom God hath choſen , fear 
thou nor, nor be diſmaid, for Lam with thee, faich the Lord; [ 
will ſtrengthen thee, and help, and uphold thee with'the righthand 
of my rightcquſneſs, and all rey thatare inſenced'againſtrhee, and 
they chat trive wich chee ſhall be aſhamed and confounded , and 
ſhall be as nothing : yea , they ſhall periſh that war agaitiſt thee 4 
fear notthou worm jacob; bur ariſe in the power 'of the holy one ; 
for to thee icis given tochreſh the mouncains, with thy ſharp threſh- 
ing inſtrument, and co beat, them ſwall , and ro make the hills as 
chaff, and thou ſhalt, rejoyce inthe Lord ; and thoſe that -come of 
thee ſha | take root, and 1ſ-«e! which prevaileth with God" ſhall 
bloſſom), and bud, and fill che face of che world with fruit, and I * 
will be as the dew unto him ; he ſhall grow 35 the Lilly , and caft 
forth his roots as Lebawoy, ſaith the Lord : What though if men be 
ſuffered to perſecute, hurry about, exile,tranſport or tranſplint any 
of us who are of hal ſeed ; yer they cannot hinder this from'grow- 
ing , nor the branches. thereof: from ſpreading over Nations and 
Kingdoms, becauſe our God hath cauſed, and will yer cauſe his own 
ſeed to take deep root among nations and people, and will root out 
che uncircumciſed before his plant, _ - 

And chou, O Zo",,.and Church of the.living God and fuffering 
ſeed, who haſt laid chy body as the ground, and as the ſtreet to them 
that went over; that rhou mighteſt keep chy conſcience clear,” and 
not bow down thy ſol for thy enemies to go over it; the Lord thy 
God that pleadeththe cauſe of bis people, will give the cup of trem> 

. bling and fury which thou haftdrunk gf 1to rhe hand of them that 
aMictibec, rbereiore,puc on ftrength and courage-in the Lord” th 
God, and ſhine forth jn thy, brigtitneſs and' beauty ; for he is wi 
thee, who bath laid ny foundations with Saphires , and thy ſtones 
withfair colours, and he will adorne thy dwelling, and beautifie o 
Ct- 
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ſcituation , as with the maſt precious 'and pleaſant ſtones,” though. 
So haſt beenias qneaMiRed aud toſſed with tempeſts and troubles 
within and, without ,-and whoſoeyet ſhall | gather rogerher againſt 
thee ſhall fall for thy ſake, and the gathering of the/people, and the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall be unto thee, and the ſons of, chem that: 
afiRed thee, and all them that haye deſpiſed thee ſhalibow and 
bend before thee: | and n97 tit lat 
O my'dear friendswho are come.to a living faich.conceraing theſe 
things, and to know that ſeed, in which all the promiſes of God are; 
yea, and Amen, dwell and abidetherrin., ,andas you are called to. 
oy a publick reſtimony for God, in order to the gathering of many 
unto the covenant of promiſe, ſo be faithful in holding;farth chat 
teſtimony, though for it _ be called to ſuffer in this day of try- 
al, and to offer up all for che lake thereof, . yer the Lord being with 
us let us 0 on in his name, and by him make mention.thereof, and 
vindicate his worſhip in ſpiric and rtruthy which we ſuffer for, and in 
the power, authority , and counſel of ſtand up for our juſt lj- 
berty therein before our perſecurors, and, Judges,” when wearecats 
led before them, and in the weighty and feeling. ſpiric of lifeg Friehds 
to endeavour (when called before their oppreſſors) to faltenſome- 
thing upon their conſciences, for the innocency of our Cauſe , and 
when any of them are tryed in order to baniſhment , (or the like) 
that they _ be ſo kept in the fear and counſel of God , having 
their ſpirits ſeaſoned with his life, as they may be manifeſt in the 


. conſciences of both their perſecutors and ſpectators, and that it 


may be apparent that friends are in the name of the Lord , Which is 
above everycarchly name (how great ſocyer) and that in this name {J: 
of our God we waikand fuffer tor obeying him , and aſſemblin 

together ſingly and innocently in his way and worſhip , and ſuffer 
upon an innocent and conſcientious account whatever otherwiſe 
men unrighreouſly pretend againſt us, and this our ſuffering ſhall 
preach, and che Goſpel of the Kingdom ſhall there thorow be wit- 
neſſed and ſounded forth to the gathering in of many into the love 


- of that truth which we have received, though ſome that are unfaich- 


ful, and ſuch as back-ſlide in heart ſhall be ſcattered and blown a- 
way with the ſtorm ; but the fairhful and upright, whoſe hearts are 
perfe& towards God , he will ſhew himſelt ſtrong on their behalf. 

and they that follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes, who through 
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. abide in the Temple and habitarionof the living God, ſerving Kit 

contingatly cherein, rhe Norm ſhatl nor be aſe ro Tracey, ora 
nor the heat to ſcorch them ,- but under the ſhadow of their ſouls 

beloved they ſhall fit down.in peace; and che Lamb ſhall feed them 


jad | ead them var the fountains of waters ; even fo the Lord God | 
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